
2024 A N N U A L  R E P O R T



1,207,652

21,579

visits to the Gardens, half of 
which were free of charge

36,608

$7.9M

Gardens of Golden Gate Park 
Passes sold for visitors to  
enjoy all three Gardens over 
three days

total admissions revenue from 
nonresident ticket sales

plants sold to the community — 
a 14% increase year over year 

7,862

1,303

15,597

volunteers participated individually 
or in corporate, school, and service 
organization projects—a 89% 
increase year over year

hours contributed by volunteers 
to virtually every aspect of the 
Gardens’ operations — a 17% 
increase year over year

member households

9,192

14,301

different kinds of plants, 
10% of which are of wild 
collected origin 

Accessions in the 
living collection
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23,877

126,000

children served through 
experiential programs

individuals served through public 
programs beyond youth education

By the Numbers
July 1, 2023 – June 30, 2024
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To everyone who enjoys and supports the Gardens, 

Thank you for all you do to help the Gardens grow and thrive!  

This past year marked our second as the Gardens of Golden Gate Park, combining the 
Conservatory of Flowers, Japanese Tea Garden, and San Francisco Botanical Garden under 
a unified public/private partnership. Thanks to the hard work and support of our donors, 
members, volunteers, board, staff, and partners, we’ve accomplished quite a lot in two years.  

We were thrilled to be recognized among the Top Ten Gardens according to CultureComp 
by Morey Consulting, a leading firm researching and serving cultural institutions who seek to 
improve visitor experience. While we continue to have record-breaking attendance and are 
now among the top ten most visited public gardens in the United States, attendance isn’t the 
only metric considered for this ranking. Our score also included market capture, admission 
price, Google rating, and visit frequency. CultureComp included 83 gardens, arboretums, and 
conservatories in their analysis.  

We’re already making good progress on our comprehensive joint strategic plan. Our new brand 
identity system designed by Office has received multiple industry awards. Membership at the 
Gardens is at an all-time high. New programs and partnerships are attracting new and diverse 
audiences to the Gardens.  

We celebrated the 20th anniversary of the reopening of the Conservatory of Flowers with 
historian and author Chris Pollock. Twenty years after the city and donors came together to 
save the Conservatory following a devastating windstorm, we expressed our appreciation  
and commitment to continued stewardship of this extraordinary place. We’ve undertaken  
many critical maintenance projects and started installing new interpretive signage with more  
to come.  

At the Japanese Tea Garden, the stunning Pagoda Plaza designed by Hoichi Kurisu is now 
complete and open to the public, and new accessible pathways have been created opening 
new vistas and enhancing visitor experience. This important work was funded through 
admissions revenue and through the efforts of the Friends of the Japanese Tea Garden, who 
we honored at our annual Gala for the Gardens. 

Staff are now using our new nursery as the horticultural hub of activity at the Botanical 
Garden. Extensive tree pruning is improving the health and safety of our aging tree canopy. 
More than 73,000 attendees joined us for the ninth annual Flower Piano music festival, which 
we extended from five to ten days to ease crowding, making this beloved event even more 
enjoyable for everyone. This unique event captured the attention of the national media when 
the PBS News Hour ran a lengthy segment on Flower Piano during their evening broadcast.  

While we’re proud of all that we achieved together over the past year, we’re even more excited 
about what the future holds for these incredible Gardens. We look forward to seeing you in  
the Gardens!    

With gratitude,  



and a Leadership Circle member for many 
years, and we are grateful for her service 
and lasting contributions and generosity to 
the Gardens’ collections and mission.

WENDY BEAR JOINS THE GARDENS

Wendy Bear joined the Gardens in January 
2024 as the Director of Finance. Wendy is 
an experienced non-profit professional, 
focused for the past ten years in managing 
finance, accounting, and operations in 
diverse non-profits with multiple programs, 
integrated revenue streams, and diverse 
reporting requirements. Wendy has proven 
to be a collaborative partner, strategic 
and analytical thinker, and a hands-on 
manager. Her previous positions include 
Chief Financial and Administrative Officer 
at the Children’s Council of San Francisco 
and Associate Director at the Jewish 
Community Center of San Francisco.

IN MEMORY OF SUE ANN LEVIN SCHIFF

Sue Ann Levin Schiff, former Executive 
Director of San Francisco Botanical 
Garden Society, passed away this year 
after a long battle with cancer. Sue Ann’s 
many contributions to the Botanical 
Garden included her work on the Lease 
& Management Agreement between San 
Francisco Recreation and Parks and the 
nonprofit that continues to serve as the 
basis for our expanded partnership of 
the Gardens of Golden Gate Park. Sue 
Ann oversaw the creation of our most 
popular public program, Flower Piano, 
and continued to support the event 
as a sponsor after her retirement. We 
remembered and celebrated Sue Ann, 
dedicating the opening night of Flower 
Piano in her honor. May her memory be a 
blessing to all who knew her.

DR. JOANNE WHITNEY RETIRES FROM  
THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Dr. Joanne Whitney retired from the 
Gardens’ Board of Directors in June 2024. 
Joanne served on the Board since 2018 
and has been a volunteer since 2010. 
Over her tenure, Joanne led public and 
private tours of the Botanical Garden 
for more than 4,000 visitors as well as 
engaged visitors at Interpretation Stations. 
As a leader in the volunteer community, 
Joanne supported continuing education of 
volunteers by sharing her wide expertise 
around plant adaptations, plant evolution, 
medicinal plants, orchids, proteas, and 
other plant families. Joanne served on 
the Board of Directors as a member of the 
Audit Committee, Program Committee, 
Governance Committee, and Justice, 
Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion Sub-
Committee for Strategic Planning. Joanne 
has been a generous donor to the Gardens 

Leadership Transitions
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musician also known as MISTER G, 
performed in the Celebration Garden in 
January and encouraged the crowd of 200 
to check out the Stroll.

When a pair of local author/illustrators, 
Eunice and Sabrina Moyle, reached out to 
see about working together to promote 
their book called they 
immediately saw the potential for the Story 
Book Stroll. The authors modified their 
pop-up book to fit the display, provided 

translations in Chinese and Spanish, and 
joined us in the Botanical Garden for an 
Earth Day event that attracted more than 
500 people to the Great Meadow.

The Story Book Stroll just received yet 
another update, following a recent reading 
by local children’s author Kellie Menéndez, 
sponsored by the Garden’s Library. Go 
see  in the 
Children’s Garden this winter for children of 
all ages to enjoy.

The Gardens of Golden Gate Park provided 
a range of engaging learning experiences 
for children of all ages this year. At 
the Conservatory of Flowers, school 
groups sniffed tropical spices, measured 
themselves against a giant philodendron 
leaf, and discovered how some plants 
turn the tables on animals by eating 
them. At the Japanese Tea Garden, kids 
from the San Francisco Recreation and 
Parks Department Junior Guides program 
enjoyed sketching activities led by our 
high school interns. And at San Francisco 
Botanical Garden, a new Story Book Stroll 
in the Children’s Garden opened many  
new opportunities for families to enjoy  
the interactive green space!

A generous gift from Maggie Gosselin 
and family, who are fans of the Children’s 
Garden, allowed Garden Educator 
Erick Monroy to construct a flexible 
system to display books for children and 
families to enjoy as they walk around 
the Children’s Garden. The first book to 
be displayed was 
by Ben Gundersheimer, a bilingual book 
featuring both Spanish and English text, 
following monarch butterflies through their 
migration. In a stroke of serendipity, the 
author, a Latin Grammy award-winning 

Youth in the Garden

“We’ve had the pleasure of seeing how many communities are using the books as  
Story Walks, but your [Story Book Stroll] is the most comprehensive and compelling.  
In addition to the QR code component, the integrated setting of San Francisco  
Botanical Garden can’t be beat!”   — BEN GUNDERSHEIMER (MISTER G)
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NEW NURSERY 

Much is happening behind the fence 
of our new nursery facility, and there is 
plenty more to come. This past year the 
head house has been fully furnished 
and is growing into its role as a center 
of operations for both the Horticulture 
team at the Botanical Garden and the 
Collections & Conservation team.   

The offices have been outfitted, supplies 
stocked, and ample, thoughtfully designed 
storage has been provided for equipment. 
With the new nursery operating entirely 
electrically, there is a fleet of electric 
battery charging stations for electric  
power tools, and plenty of room to clean 
and store them. There is also space to 
have meetings to plan all of the great work 
happening in the Gardens. 

An exciting new feature is the seed room 
which is equipped with various tools to 
weigh, clean, process, and store seeds 
for the living collection. This room will be 
vital for preserving the viability of seeds 
collected from the Gardens and received 
from outside institutions and researchers. 
A refrigerator is also available to facilitate 
stratification, improving germination for 
certain plant species.

Thanks to a generous grant from the 
Maxwell/Hanrahan Foundation, we are 
proud to share that we have hired Plant 
Propagation Manager Jessica Fernandez. 
Jessica is responsible for relaunching the 
new nursery volunteer program to support 
the propagation of plants for retail sale, 

Plant Collections
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and work in partnership with the San 
Francisco Recreation and Parks Nursery 
Specialist to manage volunteers and 
maintain the nursery facility. Since starting, 
there has been a lot of work to prepare 
for the program such as developing 
a business plan, trialing soil medias, 
developing phytosanitary procedures, and 
making production lists. We know that our 
volunteers are eager to help us grow plants 
so that our visitors and greater community 
can bring a piece of the Gardens home 
with plants propagated on site.

TREE WORK 

The Living Collection of the Gardens 
features hundreds of trees across three 
distinct locations. From the magnificent 
magnolias at the Botanical Garden to 
sculpted pines at the Japanese Tea Garden 
and cocoa-bearing trees with potential 
for chocolate at the Conservatory, these 
trees are integral to the Gardens’ unique 
narrative and serve as iconic ambassadors.

Trees have played a pivotal role in  
shaping the ecology of Golden Gate 
Park, which was established on shifting 
sand dunes. Initial plantings commenced 
in 1871; as the root systems expanded, 
they stabilized the landscape, and their 
canopies provided protection against 
environmental elements. This facilitated 
the establishment of layers of smaller, 
more sensitive tree plantings below, 
enhancing the park’s pastoral aesthetic.

These original tree plantings occurred 
eight years before the construction of the 
Conservatory of Flowers and twenty-three 
years prior to the opening of the Japanese 
Tea Garden. The site for the Japanese Tea 
Garden was influenced by the presence 
of a knoll with established Monterey pines 
( ), which provided a natural 
framework for the garden’s design.

Now, 130 years after the Japanese 
Tea Garden opened its gates, ongoing 
arboricultural management practices—
including routine pruning, disease 
management, and structural training—
preserve the aesthetic appeal of these 
pines while promoting their longevity. 
Several of the cherished pines framing the 
tea house and gift shop are from earliest 
plantings in the Park.

Among the diverse tree species 
throughout the Park, the Monterey cypress 
( ) is perhaps 
the most iconic. While these trees are 
known for their dramatic, windswept 
forms along the immediate coast, most 
of the Monterey cypress in the Park 
exhibit towering, straight trunks with their 
first limbs rising 40 feet or more above 
the ground. This unique form results 
from planting young trees in groves, 
where competition for light encourages 
upward growth. Today, many of these 
cypress at the Botanical Garden remain 
in their prime—tall, robust, and generally 
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healthy—though some display signs of 
wear from two significant challenges: 
gravity and storm winds.

To enhance the resilience of the Botanical 
Garden’s cypress against their own weight 
and storm damage, many underwent 
structural pruning in the past year. The 
objectives of this pruning included reducing 
weight on overloaded limbs, removing 
weakly attached branches, and eliminating 
unsightly deadwood. These crown 
restorations serve a crucial role; by lightening 
the load, they protect not only the individual 
trees but also the layers of other plants within 
our museum-quality living collection.

Ongoing stewardship of these towering 
giants adds a sense of grandeur and 
history, reminding visitors of the Park’s 
rich botanical heritage. As we continue 
to nurture our heritage trees and expand 
our living collection, we invite visitors 
to develop a deep appreciation for 
these trees. Together, they form a living 
testament to the beauty and resilience of 
nature, inviting exploration, reflection, and 
inspiration for generations to come.



For its ninth year, Flower 
Piano transformed San 
Francisco Botanical 
Garden into the city’s own 
alfresco concert hall, where 
everyone was invited to 
play and listen. This year, 
the Gardens extended this 
beloved festival for a ten-day 
run September 13-22, 2024.

The Gardens of Golden Gate Park are  
deeply grateful to our generous lead 
sponsors, including presenting sponsor 
Maxwell/Hanrahan Foundation, as well as 
the John and Marcia Goldman Foundation, 
Elman Legacy Foundation, and Ingrid Tauber 
and Frank Taforo, and all the sponsors who 
make Flower Piano possible. The generous 
support of sponsors and partners is crucial 
to the success of this event.

In 2024, Flower Piano once again 
attracted thousands of visitors, enhanced 
community engagement, and garnered 
positive media coverage. With expanded 
programming and a longer duration, this 
year’s event solidified its place as a staple 
in San Francisco’s cultural landscape. We 
remain thankful to our partners at Sunset 
Piano, along with the many musicians, 
performers, community partners, and 
volunteers who made this event possible.

G A R D E N S O F G O L D E N G AT E PA R K

Flower Piano

Flower Piano 2024 welcomed more than 
70,000 attendees. This was a 6% increase 
from the 2023 event and the largest event 
attendance ever to the San Francisco 
Botanical Garden.

As with previous years, Flower Piano 
was free for San Francisco residents, 
participants in the Museums for All 
program, veterans, and active-duty military 
personnel. We saw a 103% increase in 
member attendance this year, and an 
impressive 95% increase in admissions 
revenue from the prior year. 

The event’s volunteer participation was 
robust with 135 volunteers contributing 
more than 1,135 hours. Many were first-
time volunteers, helping to create an 
inclusive and welcoming atmosphere 
for all. In partnership with 14 community 

organizations, we offered a wide range  
of programming designed to engage 
diverse audiences.

Continuing for its second year, the Flower 
Piano Lounge offered an intimate concert 
experience over two weekends. With food 
and drinks, comfortable lounge seating, 
and private access to performances, the 
Lounge generated $141,000 in earned 
revenue from 3,800 attendees and hosted 
a sold-out opening night for an audience of 
more than 700. 

The opening night event featured 
renowned artists, including tango pianist 
and composer Alejandro Del Valle and 
Orquesta La Moderna Tradición. Additional 
Lounge performances included Robert 
Dehlinger’s Alpha Rhythm Kings, Martin 
Luther McCoy, and Lavay Smith and the 
Red Hot Skillet Lickers.
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As in previous years, a visitor survey 
was conducted to gather feedback. 
Of 790 respondents, 93% rated their 
satisfaction with Flower Piano as positive 
to excellent with over 99% of respondents 
recommending this event to others. 
Respondents gave overwhelming positive 
comments professing their loyalty to 
Flower Piano, such as “It is a wonderful 
event, and I will be attending every year for 
as long as I can. It brings joy to everyone 
who hears the spontaneous performances 
and the prepared performances. It’s 
creative and filled with love.”  

Thanks to generous support, the Gardens 
continue to connect people to both nature 
and music. We hope you will join us again 
for our 10th Anniversary of Flower Piano 
September 12-21, 2025. 

For feedback, further information, and 
sponsorship details please contact 
Brendan Lange, Director of Advancement, 
at 415-661-1316 x416 or blange@gggp.org.

More than 90 performances took place 
during the ten-day event, featuring 
musicians, poets, dancers, and ensembles 
from various genres, including classical, 
jazz, world music, and contemporary 
styles. One of the notable performances 
was a concert in the Redwood Grove  
by Kennedy Realness entitled 

. This original 
score was commissioned by Sunset Piano 
and honored the practice of conservation, 
preservation, and innovation for future 
generations. 

Featured performers included talents 
like Van-Anh Nguyen, Kev Choice, and 
Tammy Hall alongside favorite artists 
such as Sixth Station Trio with a Studio 
Ghibli tribute and John Brothers Piano 
Company from Oakland. The second 
weekend highlighted our first Flower Piano 
Fashion Show produced in collaboration 
with fashion house Das Owl City, the City 
College of San Francisco, and the SF State 
University Fashion Department. Models 
walked a garden runway, with live piano 
music provided by Danny Sullivan of the 
San Francisco Gay Men’s Chorus. A key 
highlight of the fashion show was its focus 
on diversity and inclusion, with designers 
from a range of backgrounds and models 
of all ages, genders, and body types. This 
fusion of fashion and nature made the 
Flower Piano Fashion Show one of the 
most memorable new features of the  
2024 event.

Flower Piano 2024 continued to build 
new partnerships with community and 
arts organizations, including the San 
Francisco Ballet who led us in a day-long 
series of programs on Friday, September 
13. A daytime Family Dance-Along was 
followed by an evening performance by SF 
Ballet Orchestra which included a special 
intermission performance of chair dancing 
led by SF Ballet School faculty member 
Cecelia Beam, SF Ballet School pianist Billy 
Wolfe, and dancers from SF Ballet School’s 
Dance Class for People with Parkinson’s.
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Volunteers and Interns are 
instrumental in the success 
of the Gardens of Golden 
Gate Park.

Volunteers & Interns



AN EXCITING YEAR!

This year, we continued to engage our 
passionate community of volunteers and 
interns across all three gardens. Volunteers 
and interns were essential in helping to 
care for our plant collections, assisting with 
a wide variety of programs, and providing 
visitor support during key events. From 
educational tours to special programming, 
their dedication continues to drive our 
mission forward. 

WELCOME NEW COLLEGE CORPS INTERNS

As we concluded the inaugural year of 
our nine College Corps interns from San 
Francisco State University, we were thrilled 
to expand the program by welcoming ten 
new interns for the upcoming fiscal year. This 
collaboration continues to offer students 
hands-on experience in climate action and 
conservation, allowing them to contribute 
meaningfully while earning academic credit.

YALE ENVIRONMENTAL FELLOW AT  
THE GARDENS 

We were delighted to welcome our second 
Yale Environmental Fellow, Bennett Olupo, to 
the Programs & Partnerships team. We are 
grateful to the Maxwell/Hanrahan Foundation 
for sponsoring the Yale Environmental 
Fellows and initially providing this wonderful 
connection. Bennett used his background 
in environmental education, community 
organizing, and food sovereignty to deliver 
public programs for the people who visit the 
Gardens. Bennett played a crucial role in 
mentoring our summer College Corp interns 
while coordinating public programs including 
the popular Flower Piano festival. 

The Environmental Fellows Program at 
the Yale School of the Environment is a 
12-week summer fellowship opportunity 
that seeks to diversify the environmental 
field by cultivating the career aspirations 
of master’s and doctoral students from 
historically underrepresented groups by 
connecting students to work opportunities 
in environmental nonprofits, grantmakers, 
and government sectors.

Interested in volunteering?

Visit gggp.org/volunteer to learn more 
and to complete the online application. 
We have many opportunities!
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CONNECTIONS WITH SERVICE GROUPS

Throughout the year, we had the pleasure 
of hosting 37 volunteer service events, 
partnering with organizations such as 
CISCO, Salesforce, Impact4Good, KPMG, 
Deloitte, Ernst & Young, and Perkins Coie. 
Collectively, these groups dedicated over 
6,000 hours to the Gardens, contributing 
more than $15,000 in support of our 
volunteer program. These service events 
offer a unique opportunity for corporations 
and community groups to connect 
with nature while giving back, and we 
look forward to fostering even more 
partnerships in the coming year.



BONPOP 

On August 31, for the very first time, the 
Botanical Garden hosted the BonPOP 
Obon festival organized in partnership 
with KOHO SF. KOHO is a non-profit arts 
organization in San Francisco’s Japantown 
that aims to revitalize the neighborhood 
through culture and community. 
BonPOP, now running in its third year, 
is a reimagined Obon Odori event that 
welcomed everyone to experience the 
rich Japanese tradition of honoring 
ancestors through dance, song, and 
rituals. This inclusive event invited people 
of all religions, ethnicities, and cultural 
backgrounds to join in the festivities. More 
than 2,100 visitors came to BonPOP. 

GAMELAN IN THE GARDEN

For the second year in a row, on June 8, 
the Botanical Garden hosted Gamelan  
in the Garden in partnership with  
Gamelan Sekar Jaya. Gamelan Sekar Jaya 
fosters artistic exchange between Bali and 
the United States through residencies, 
workshops, performances, and the 
creation of innovative new works for  
music and dance. Performances were 
held throughout the afternoon in different 
locations in the Botanical Garden featuring 
Gamelan Sekar Jaya’s jegog ensemble 
and treating audiences to a wide array of 
family-friendly dance and music styles 
from across Bali.

Programs & Partnerships
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IN A LANDSCAPE

In May, the Gardens welcomed back In a 
Landscape: Classical Music in the Wild, a 
nonprofit outdoor concert series. Founded 
in 2016 by classical pianist Hunter Noack, In 
A Landscape transports a 9-foot Steinway 
grand piano on a flatbed trailer to scenic 
locations all over the Western US. This 
was the third performance offered by In A 
Landscape in the Botanical Garden to date, 
and this year Hunter graced us with a bonus 
performance at Flower Piano! 

Thank you to everyone who helped make our  
a marvelous success! 

Together we raised $527,000 for the Gardens  
of Golden Gate Park.
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GIFT AT THE GARDENS: NEW SUSTAINABLE 
HOLIDAY MARKET 

The Gardens hosted more than 70 
exhibitors including makers of sustainable 
goods, plant societies and non-profits, 
alongside upwards of 20 program 
providers, with active participation from 
our Bookstore, Plant Shop, Education, and 
Library teams. More than 2,600 patrons 
attended and engaged with 30 volunteers 
and interns. 

GALA FOR THE GARDENS

In May, supporters gathered for the Gala 
for the Gardens, the Gardens’ signature 
fundraising event of the year, and raised 
$527,000 to support plant conservation 
and collections, lifelong learning and 
engagement, and making the Gardens 
accessible to everyone.

The Gala was led by Committee Co-
Chairs PWP Landscape Architecture 
Directing Partner Adam Greenspan and 
KPMG Lead Partner Susan Zetzer. State 
Senator Scott Wiener provided remarks 
and presented honorees Dr. Frank Almeda 
and the Friends of the Japanese Tea 
Garden with certificates of recognition 
for their contributions to the Gardens 
and community at-large. San Francisco 
Recreation and Parks Department General 
Manager Phil Ginsburg introduced Mayor 
London Breed, who provided an official 
welcome on behalf of the City and County 
of San Francisco. She also presented 
Gardens Board Chair Sarah Ryan and CEO 
Stephanie Linder an official proclamation 
making May 18, 2024 “Gardens of Golden 
Gate Park Day.” Co-host of KQED’s Forum 
Alexis Madrigal emceed the event and also 
shared remarks about the cultural power 
of plants.



Financial Report
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*Admissions receipts from Conservatory of Flowers,  
Japanese Tea Garden, and San Francisco Botanical Garden

Sources & Uses of Funds
12 months ended June 30, 2024

Statement of Financial Position
As of June 30, 2023 and June 30, 2024

ASSETS

Cash & Investments
Accounts and Pledges Receivable
Property & Equipment
Other

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS

Current Liabilities
Noncurrent Liabilities
Net Assets

Total Assets

Total Liabilities and Net Assets

2024

$ 22,298,810 
 1,653,182 

 772,432 
 508,343 

 2023

$ 21,399,642
832,694

6,678,903
484,580

2024

$ 2,083,969 
 37,946 

 23,110,852 

2023

$ 2,145,142 
126,096

27,124,581

$ 25,232,767 $ 29,395,819

$ 25,232,767 $ 29,395,819

Statement of Activities
As of June 30, 2023 and June 30, 2024

SUPPORT AND REVENUE

Contributed Income
Investment Income
Earned Income
Total Admissions Income*
In-kind Contributions
Other

EXPENSES

Program Services
Fundraising & Development
Management & General

Total Support and Revenue
Net Admissions Income due to SFRPD

Gift of New Nursery to City and County of  
San Francisco

Net Support and Revenue

Total Expenses

Total Operating Expenses

Change in Net Assets

2024

$ 4,900,706 
 1,785,321 

 1,296,364 
 7,945,896

 79,633 
 300,635 

 2023

$ 3,123,280
1,369,745 

 1,373,962 
 7,728,007 

 73,163 
 26,697 

2024

$ 6,023,182 
 1,249,047 

 1,117,607 

 2023

$ 5,256,586
658,604
960,920

$ 16,308,555 $ 13,694,854
$ (5,830,239) $ (5,798,058)

$ 6,102,209 $ -

$ 10,478,316 $ 7,896,796

$ 14,492,045 $ 6,876,110

$ 8,389,836 $ 6,876,110

$ (4,013,729) $ 1,020,686

72%

15%

13%

USES OF FUNDS

Program Services

Fundraising & 
Development

Management & 
General

47%

20%

1%
3%

17%

12%

SOURCES OF FUNDS

**Total admissions income – net admissions income due to San Francisco Recreation 
and Parks, which provides horticulture and facilities operations for the Gardens

Contributed Income

Investment Income

Earned Income

Net Admissions Income**

In-kind Contributions

Other



Divya Silbermann
Michelle & William Tai
Cheryl Traverse & Terry Turrentine

$5,000-$9,999
Julie Chase Baldocchi
Raquel Baldocchi
The Bernard Osher Foundation
David Boutry & Sam Jeffery
Cavallini & Co
Catherine Cochrane
Nancy & Ed Conner
The Craftsmanship Initiative
Carla & David Crane
Nancy Fee
The Friend Family Foundation
Daniel Ge
Ira & Leonore Gershwin Trusts
Pat Gordon
Zane Gresham & Carole Robinson
John Herman
Paul & Elizabeth Ireland
Carol Izumi & Frank Wu
Gretchen B Kimball
Shari Libicki & Andrew Coblentz
The Mitchell David Solomon Foundation
Cynthia Overbaugh
Pacific Nurseries
William & Julie Parish
Pisces Foundation
Plumrose Piano Studio
Kathy & Corey Raffel
Jennifer Rosdail Real Estate Team
John Rosekrans
Stanley Langendorf Foundation
Sandra Swanson
Susy & Jack Wadsworth
The Whitney Family
Dr. Joanne Whitney
Diane B. Wilsey

$2,500-$4,999
Matthew & Mingzhu Adams
Dr. Frank & Mary Beth Almeda
AlTi | Tiedemann Global
Ahmad Anderson
Cindy Anderson
Gwynn & Mitch August
Azus Foundation
Erin Baucom

Sandra Bessières
Allyson Bishop
Ben & Jocelyn Blumenrose
Emily Brooke
Arden Bucklin-Sporer & Dr. Karl Sporer
California Academy of Sciences
Rex Chien
Jane Chin & James Wong
Les Chun
Darcy Cohn & Spencer Seidman
Patrick Collins
Joan Cooke & Robert Lafore
Diana Corbin
Pamela Rummage Culp
Cypress Lawn Heritage Foundation
Kevin & Marita Daly
Carol Dependahl Ripperda & Jerry Ripperda
Bob Epstein & Amy Roth
Tony Farrell & Kathy Heinze
Correna Fong
Fthree Foundation
The Tully & Elise Friedman Fund
Friends of the Japanese Tea Garden
Carrie Garcia
Jodi Gold
Susan Goodhue
Robert Goodman & John Bankston
Peter Good & Sara Bartholomew
Adam Greenspan & Akiko Ono
Harold L. Wyman Foundation
Shepard & Melissa Harris
Kathleen Hormel
Gayle Ing
Ryan Johnson
Barbara J. R. Jones
Lillian Koblenz
Kate Kula
Tim & Suzanne Leonoudakis Fund
Michael Lehtola
Fred Levin
Stephanie Linder & Eamon O’Byrne
Claranne Long
Stephanie Louie
Vanita & Austin Louie
Karen Lovdahl
Melissa Ma
Henry & DeAda Mally
Michele Mangelli
Dana & Robert Marshall
Michael McKenna & Baubie Fox
Joe McNeill

$100,000+
Judy Fayollat
Institute of Museum & Library Services
Delle Maxwell & Patrick Hanrahan
The Maxwell/Hanrahan Foundation

$50,000-$99,999
The Keith Campbell Foundation for the Environment
5 Ryan Foundation
The John & Marcia Goldman Foundation
The Kennedy Foundation
Shelagh Rohlen
Robert & Nancy Soper Trust

$25,000-$49,999
Tish & James Brown
Susan Cotton
Marie McNulty
Jennifer & Alan Petersen
William & Joanne Prieur
Ingrid Tauber & Frank Taforo
Michael Taylor
Ruth & Ken Wilcox
Zellerbach Family Foundation
Susan Zetzer

$10,000-$24,999
Dorothy Apollonio & Matthew Lecar
Don Baldocchi
Clara & Dr. Joseph Barbaccia
Karen M. Birks & Steve O’Connor
Shawn & Brook Byers
Andrew Clarke
Gretchen Dumas
Andrew Ferguson & Kay Wu
Frank A. Campini Foundation
Anki & Larry Gelb
Linda H. Grant
Dr. Roger & Mary Greenberg
James H. Greene, Jr.
Henry Mayo Newhall Foundation
Kaiser Permanente
KPMG LLP
Monica Martin
Lore McGovern
Outside Lands Works
Dr. Lawrence Pitts
Helen McKenna Ridley & Allan Ridley
Sarah & J. Stuart Ryan
Sherry & David Allen Charitable Endowment Fund

Donors

2024 A N N U A L R E P O R T

Thank you to our donors July 2023 - June 2024



G A R D E N S O F G O L D E N G AT E PA R K

Charles & Ann Eveker
Richard & Shawn Fallon
Lauren Farrell & Allen Weinberg
Brandon Fine
Phoenix Firestarter
Lucille Fisher
Randi & Bob Fisher
Mary C. Fishman
Mira Foster
Susan Frankel
Deborah French Frisher
Barry & Laura Galvin
Susan Gates
Arthur Gillingham
Zepporah Glass
Mary & Steven Gorski
Janine Guillot & Shanon Wilson
Mary Ellen Hannibal & Richard Morgenstein
Anita Hansen & Robert Mittelstaedt
Heidi Hansen & Richard Watkins
Kimberly Harmon
Sheila Harmon
Destino Fund
Lisa Harris
Terrie Campbell & James Henderson
Carol Herman
David Hermeyer & Samuel Wantman
MaryLou & Fred Heslet
Hillsborough Garden Club
Saxon & Mary Holt
Mary Horvitz
Drs. Mary Hufty & Daniel Alegria
Tina Humphrey
Susan Hunter & Brian Morrisroe
Harriet Iwamoto & Colin Rudolph
Japanese Tea Garden SF Inc
Ronald & Cheryl Karpowicz
Barbara & James Kautz
Emily Kelly
Mary Ellen & Hovey Kemp
Kate & Hyo J. Kim
Mary Anne Kimble
Suan Kitchell
John Knox
Janis Koh
Lynn Eve Komaromi & Patrick Lazaro
Vivian Kremer
Joan Kugler & Paul McCauley
Kurisu LLC
Susan Kwock
Brendan V. Lange
Laurette Lau
Fred Levinson
The Lewis Family Fund
Madeleine Li
Debbie & Alan Lieberman
Betsy A. Linder
Rita Liotta
Marie & Barry Lipman
Laura Loofbourrow
Richard & Molley Lowry
Betsy MacGowan
Cristina Mancini
Susi Marzuola
Irena Matijas
Alexander Dodd & Roberta Mc Gowan
Carla McKay & Martha Ehrenfeld
Barbra Meade 
Richard Meade

Microsoft
David & Lisa Monetta
Mia Monroe & Stephan Meyer
Sandy Monteko-Sherman & Remy Monteko
Clare M. Murphy
Kathleen Murray
Michele Obermeyer
Emilie & Doug Ogden
Barbara Oleksiw
David Onek
Sharman Ordoyne
Jonathan Oringher
Janet & Clyde Ostler
Rebecca Palm-Song
Diane Parish & Paul Gelburd
Kimber Patterson
Anne & Craig Paxton
Wendy Pelton & Maryann Rainey
Scott & Laura Phillipson
Marina Psaros
Lori Quinn & Jeffrey Lowenthal
Amy Quirk & Michael Lehmann
Ruth Ramsey & Steven Ramsland
Samuel Rhyan
Christopher & Julie Ridley
Carol Russo
Dina Saalisi
Salesforce
San Francisco Succulent & Cactus Society
Raymond Sanchez
Karen Schaffer & Michael Ward
James Schneider
Michael Schraer & Michelle Moritz
Hilary Schulte
Erik Schutter
Jane Scurich
Michael & Alison Seaman
Sylvia Seufferlein
Douglas R. Shaffer & Walter Rask
Ian Shea
Jane & Tom Singer
Baljeet Singh
Bennett Smith
Betty Smith & Kent McDonald
Bilques Smith
Cindy Smith
Mark & Margaret Speaker Yuan
John Stedman
Robert Steidl
Tom Steyer & Kat Taylor
Susan & Prescott Stone
Neeracha Taychakhoonavudh
Jennifer Taylor & Jake Zigelman
John & Margaret Tcheng Ware
Stuart Toy
Laura & Arthur Tropp
Rajiv Vijayakumar & Lucinda Love
Yang Wang
Diane & William Wara
Elizabeth Waters
Nadine Weil
David & Barbara Whitridge
Wild Gina
Patricia Wipf
Fuk Chun Wong
Rosemary & Sheldon Wong
Yves Yarborox
Lauren Ziegler
Phil & Julie Zigoris

Charlie Meade
Dr. Nancy Milliken
Amanda Minami
Eva & Michael Monroe
Mary Montella
Barbara Mow
Claire Myers 
Ernest Ng
Mrs. Elizabeth Patterson
Burr Preston
Uma Raju
Robert Renner & Purobi Phillips
Yvette Reynolds
Elese & James Rundel
Isobel Russell
Ivan Samuels
San Francisco Garden Club
Kristan & Max Sartor Elman
Brooke Segaran
Seiler LLP
Gary Stern
V. Fei Tsen & Wayne Lew
Suzanne & Eugene Valla
Vanguard Charitable Endowment Program
William & Kathleen Volkmann
Robert Weiner & Karen Rhodes
Rex Wolf
Richard & Patricia Yerian
Magdalen Yum & King Fai Pang

$1,000-$2,499
Glenn Q. Snyder & Catherine Allman
Nancy Alvarez
Adithya Attawar
Joel & Teresa Backman
Irene Balcar Dillon & William Dillon
Janice & Matthew Barger
Wendy Bear
Mira Foster Household
Barb Biancalana & George Gnoss
Joan Bodenlos
Rosalie Bohner
Anna C. Bolla
Lisa Bransten & John Rumsey
Lauren Brisbo
Stephanie Brown
Jared Brubaker
Samantha Campbell
Sally Carlson
David & Emily Casnocha
Tze Chang Ng & Huilan Wong
Hilary Charlton
Vic Cheng
Janis & John Chittick Household
Jan Chong
Jillian & Donald R. Clark
Clorox
Mimi Cohort
Deborah Coleman & Steve Prittie
Mr. & Mrs. William Dagley
Kate C. Danforth
Timothy Dattels & Kristine Johnson
Lu Marla Dea
Bart & Ditty Deamer
David Deiwert & Alan Farr
Jack & Liz Shanley Denning
Yvonne Don & Rich Shrieve
Lucy & Cody Fisher

*FULL DONOR DISCLOSURE LIST IS AVAILABLE AT GGGP.ORG

http://GGGP.ORG


A LASTING LEGACY 
The Gardens’ Legacy Circle offers an opportunity 
to ensure future generations can experience the 
wonder of nature in the heart of San Francisco. As 
Ruth Wilcox shared, “Our family has always loved 
walking in the woods, and when we moved to San 
Francisco, we knew we needed to be near Golden 
Gate Park. The Gardens became a place of peace 
for us — a balm even after a grueling work week. 
As we became more involved as members and 
volunteers, it felt natural to make a provision in our 
estate for the Gardens.” 

For Ken and Ruth Wilcox, leaving a gift to the 
Gardens of Golden Gate Park is about sharing  
that same sense of wonder with future generations. 
“Our family has enjoyed the Gardens’ special 
collections… and we want others to have similar 
experiences. You want to leave a gift for those  
you love, and for a place that holds meaning  
and memories.” 

ESTATE GIFTS  
We extend our deepest gratitude to the estates of our Legacy Circle members who thoughtfully included the 
Garden in their plans, leaving a lasting legacy that will support our mission for generations to come. 

The Mitteness Barker Family Trust 
The Brown Family Trust 

Legacy Circle

2024 A N N U A L R E P O R T

Dr. Frank & Mary Beth Almeda 
Paul B. Althouse 
Ruth Ann Armstrong 
Drs. Diana Silver Arsham & Gary Arsham 
Barbara F. Austin 
Tess Barbieri 
Edward & Sandra Bielski 
Les Bowman & David Merrill 
Peter Bradley & David Krimm 
Dennis & Marlene Broce-Burke 
Zachary & Patricia Coney 
Joan Cooke & Robert Lafore 
Larry A. Dahm 
Bart & Ditty Deamer 
Helen Desai 
Maria E. Dichov 
Irene Balcar Dillon & William Dillon 
Sheila Stuart & Family 
Dr. Philip & Marina Early 
Veronica Espada 
Judianne Eynon 
Dionne Fountain 
Tom Gee 
Beatrice & Ulf Gustafsson 
Thomas Hann 
Marsha Irwin & Richard Pesqueira 
Dave Krimm 

Carrie Macdonald 
John & Cynthia Major 
Sara Malone 
Maria Mangold & Stephen Hunter 
Monica Martin 
Eva Monroe 
Edward D. Moran & Kevin Rillera 
Carol Mowbray 
Elin Ouye & Dennis Sherman 
Dr. Lawrence Pitts 
Burr Preston 
William A. Prieur 
Kathy & Corey Raffel 
Douglas R. Shaffer & Walter Rask 
Douglas Brent Rowden 
Nancy Russell 
Theodore Savetnick 
Geoffrey W. Scammell 
Naomi Shibata 
Natalie O. Shuttleworth 
John Stedman 
Gary Weiss & Charles Stinson 
Jeremy Taylor 
Charles Vadalabene 
Henry & Gloria Wachs Trust 
Ruth & Ken Wilcox 
Rosemary & Sheldon Wong

We are grateful to the many supporters who have advised 
us their estate plan includes a provision for the Gardens. 

Interested in joining the Legacy Circle?

Learn more about how you can help sustain this urban oasis for years to  
come by contacting Lynn Eve Komaromi, Director of Leadership Giving,  
at lekomaromi@gggp.org or 415.661.1316 ext. 418.



Drew Denbo
Kerri & Danny Sonenshine

Fran Dependahl
Janice Kerti

Friends of the Japanese Tea Garden
Karen Lyons
Isobel Russell
Betsy Linder

Ann Johnson
Fredric Sandsmark

Kymrie
Cathy Phillips

Cory Leonoudakis
Tim & Suzanne Leonoudakis

Lun Li
Steven Behling

Stephanie Linder
Adrienne Bousian
Angela Antenore

Sara Malone
Matthew Solomon

Maggie McDowell
Bryan Durwood

Nader Meykadeh
Patricia Dinner

Sae Oh
Jeanette Cosentini

Cynthia Overbaugh
Ronald & Jacqueline Angel

Anne & Craig Paxton
Margaret Gabriel

Maryann Rainey
Stacy Horn

Helen McKenna Ridley
Linda Kosten

Stephen Shotland
Susan Snyder

Betty Jean Moyse Simmons
Mark Campisano

Matthew Stephens
Jane Scurich

Vivian Fei Tsien
Marshall Kilduff

Laura Warner
Audrey Herrin-Warner

Dr. Frank Almeda
Fei Mei
Molley Lowry
Carol Prince & Jens Bindum
Adam Greenspan

The Baldocchi Family
Kathryn Taylor
Nancy Fee

The Boerger Family
Marissa Thro

Nancy Conner
Glenn Snyder

Deb & Frank
Yulie Klerman

Tribute Listings
In honor of

Each gift enables us to offer unparalleled opportunities for 
inspiration and learning. We would like to extend our gratitude 
to those who generously contributed to the Gardens.

G A R D E N S O F G O L D E N G AT E PA R K



Barbara Cowan
Gregory Zinkl

Tanya L. Fimby
Tilly Roche Clark

Jacqueline Frechette
Teresa Devincenzi

Mildred Galano
Patricia & Steve Archer

Jim Gratiot
Barbara Roddie

The Tim Gratiot Family
Betsy Cabana

Patricia Lin Leo
Sulynn Jew
Meredith Schneider
Felicia Williams

Marshall Madison & Apple Walker
Perry Walker Freeman

Bonnie Faye Magid
Timothy Barfield
Marie Collins 

Dr. Vincent Daniel McCormick
Sandra Prusiner
Michael Wilson
Albert Moss

Diana McDonald
Thomas Hansen

Susan Blue Olness 
Suzanne Oberlin 

Joanne Prieur
Toni Starling
Robert & Judith Haslam

John Ralston Powers
Lynne Payne

Tom Rohlen
Shelagh Rohlen

Nuria Patricia Rocha Higueras
Glynis Nakahara
Andy Levine
Lee and Linda Meier
Mennor Chan

Sue Ann Levin Schiff
Alexandra Lajoie
Wendy Bear
Ann Lazarus

Carole Diane Stern
Diane & Ed Bernbaum

John Hixson
Tom Wallerstein

Ruthgrace West
Fiona Stevens
Vivian Kremer

Beatrice V. Bowles
Launce Gamble

Julie Brook
John Stedman
Sara Pinkert

Christina Catalano
Winifred Holt

Alfred Cohn
Darcy & Spencer Cohn Seidman

Lucille Kong
Cheryl Yee

Harry McBee
Mira Foster

Diana McDonald
Kris Coffey

Marta Bulaich
Laura Biggs 

Eleanor Burke
Barbara Gregor

Christina Catalano
Cameron Miller
Elizabeth Lynch

Danielle Cho
Joy Cjo

Tara & Cary Condell
Tenny Lee
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In memory of

Photo Credits: Marissa Fong (cover, pages 1, 4, 9, 11, 16, 17, 18), Nichole Davis (5, 12), Steven Pitsenbarger (7), Travis Lange (8), Crystal Lee Stone (9), Bennett Olupo, Gamelan Sekar Jaya, 
Arthur Hitchcock (11), Natalie Schrik for Drew Altizer Photography (12, 16), Saxon Holt (19).
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